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Wine pronunciation and understanding how a wine is named can be confusing to the novice of 
wine. If you were raised in Tennessee or born in Napa or even France -training is a must. Don’t 
let them fool you! Every sommelier was not born with a Napa Valley Cabernet in their bottle. 
Understanding how wine is named is easy to understand even for the novice at wine. Saying the 
name can sometimes be tricky, a southern drawl has its challenges, but with the resources below 
we’ll get you through it ----so you may gain confidence in your personal wine knowledge. This 
lesson contains two sets. The first is a chart to help you understand how wines get their name. 
Tool two is how to pronounce the most common wine names.  

Wines are frequently named after the place where their grapes were grown or their main 
grape variety. The chart below lists wine names, rather the wine is named after the place it is 
grown or the variety, the color of red or white, the grape variety, the primary growing regions and 
the country where the grapes are known to grow for wines of quality. 

Wine 

 
Named 
After 
Place 

 
Named 
After 
Grape 
Variety Wine Color Grape Variety Growing Regions Country 

Amarone X   red Corvina + Rondinella + Molinara 
Valpolicella in the 
Veneto Italy 

Barbera   X red Barbera Piedmont Italy 

Barolo X   red Nebbiolo Barolo in Piedmont Italy 

Barbaresco X   red Nebbiolo 
Barbaresco in 
Piedmont Italy 

Beaujolais X   red Gamay 
Beaujolais in 
Burgundy France 

X   red 

Cabernet Sauvignon + Merlot + 
Cabernet Franc + Petite Verdot 
+ Malbec 

Bordeaux X   white Sémillon + Sauvignon Blanc Bordeaux France 

Brunello di 
Montalcino X   red Brunello, a clone of Sangiovese 

Montalcino in 
Tuscany Italy 

X   red Pinot Noir Burgundy / 
Bourgogne X   white Chardonnay Burgundy France 

  X Bordeaux France 

Cabernet Franc   X red Cabernet Franc 
Chinon and Bourgueil 
in the Loire France 

  X Bordeaux France 

  X California 
United 
States Cabernet 

Sauvignon   X red Cabernet Sauvignon   Chile 

Chablis X   white Chardonnay Chablis in Burgundy France 

Champagne X   
white or 
rose 

Chardonnay + Pinot Noir + 
Pinot Meunier Champagne France 

  X 
Côte de Beaune and 
Mâcon in Burgundy France 

  X Chablis in Burgundy France 

  X Champagne France 

  X   
United 
States 

  X   Australia 

Chardonnay   X white Chardonnay   
New 
Zealand 
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Wine Name Variety Chart Continued… 

Wine 

 
Named 
After 
Place 

 
Named 
After 
Grape 
Variety Wine Color Grape Variety Growing Regions Country 

Chenin Blanc   X white Chenin Blanc Vouvray in the Loire France 

Chianti X   red Sangiovese ++ Chianti in Tuscany Italy 

Chinon X   red Cabernet Franc Chinon in the Loire France 

Condrieu X   white Viognier 
Northern Rhône 
Valley France 

Côtes du 
Rhône X   red Grenache + Syrah ++ Rhône Valley France 

Dolcetto   X red Dolcetto Piedmont Italy 

Gamay   X red Gamay 
Beaujolais in 
Burgundy France 

Gewürztraminer   X white Gewürztraminer Alsace France 

  X Grenache 
Southern Rhône 
Valley France Grenache / 

Garnacha   X red or rose Garnacha Navarra and Rioja Spain 

  X Bordeaux France 

Malbec   X red Malbec   Argentina 

  X 
Northern Rhône 
Valley France 

  X California 
United 
States 

Marsanne   X white Marsanne  < Australia 

  X 

Bordeaux, especially 
Pomerol and St-
Emilion France 

  X Northern Italy Italy 

  X   Chile 

Merlot   X red Merlot 
Washington and 
California 

United 
States 

Mosel   X white Riesling 
Mosel-Saar-Ruwer, 
Rheingau Germany 

  X Mourvedre Southern France France 

  X Monastrell   Spain 

Mourvedre   X red Mataro California 
United 
States 

  X Muscat Alsace France 

Muscat   X white Moscato Asti in Piedmont Italy 

Nebbiolo   X red Nebbiolo 

Barolo and 
Barbaresco in 
Piedmont Italy 

Petite Sirah   X red Petite Sirah California 
United 
States 
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Wine Name Variety Chart Continued… 

Wine 

 
Named 
After 
Place 

 
Named 
After 
Grape 
Variety Wine Color Grape Variety Growing Regions Country 

  X Pinot Gris Alsace France 

  X Friuli Italy 

  X Trentino-Alto-Adige Italy Pinot Gris/Pinot 
Grigio   X white Pinot Grigio Veneto Italy 

  X Burgundy France 

Pinot Noir   X red Pinot Noir 
Oregon and 
California 

United 
States 

Pinot Blanc   X white Pinot Blanc Alsace France 

Pouilly-Fuissé X   white Chardonnay 
Pouilly-Fuissé in 
Mâcon, Burgundy France 

Pouilly Fumé X   white Sauvignon Blanc Loire France 

X   red Syrah 
Rhône, 
Northern X   white 

Viognier, Marsanne + 
Rousanne 

Northern Rhône 
Valley France 

X   red Grenache + Syrah, ++ Rhône, 
Southern X   white Marsanne + Rousanne 

Southern Rhône 
Valley France 

Ribera del 
Duero X   red Tempranillo + Garnacha Ribera del Duero Spain 

  X 
Mosel-Saar-Ruwer, 
Rheingau Germany 

Riesling   X white Riesling Alsace France 

Rioja X   red Tempranillo + Garnacha Rioja Spain 

Roussanne   X white Roussanne Rhône Valley France 

Sancerre X   white Sauvignon Blanc Sancerre in the Loire France 

Sangiovese    X red Sangiovese  Tuscany Italy 

Sauternes X   white Semillon + Sauvignon Blanc 
Sauternes in 
Bordeaux France 

  X 
Sancerre and Pouilly 
Fumé in the Loire France 

  X Bordeaux France 

  X   
New 
Zealand Sauvignon 

Blanc / Fumé 
Blanc   X white Sauvignon Blanc California 

United 
States 

  X 
Bordeaux and 
Sauternes France 

Sémillon   X white Sémillon   Australia 

  X 
Northern Rhône 
Valley France 

  X Syrah California 
United 
States 

Syrah / Shiraz   X red Shiraz Australia Australia 

 

 

 



 Wine Basics-Lesson One-Wine Pronunciation/How Wines Get Named 

WTN Services Inc Copyright 2007- for more information contact cedwards@winetasting.com 

Wine Name Variety Chart Continued… 

Wine 

 
Named 
After 
Place 

 
Named 
After 
Grape 
Variety Wine Color Grape Variety Growing Regions Country 

Tempranillo    X red Tempranillo  
Rioja and Ribera del 
Duero Spain 

Valpolicella X   red Corvina + Rondinella + Molinara 
Valpolicella in the 
Veneto Italy 

Vino Nobile di 
Montepulciano X   red Sangiovese 

Montepulciano in 
Tuscany Italy 

Viognier   X white Viognier 
Northern Rhône 
Valley France 

Vouvray X   white Chenin Blanc Vouvray in the Loire France 

Zinfandel   X red or rose Zinfandel California 
United 
States 

Wine Pronunciation –Section Two- WTN- Wine Basics Lesson One 

Mispronouncing the name of a wine or a wine region in the company of a wine snob can 
sometimes be embarrassing.  Some wine 'experts' just love to show off to those who know less 
than they do. If like myself you grew up in the south watch out. Not much Beaujolais was served 
at my picnics in Tennessee or South Carolina. That was then now let’s we’ll them... 

No one was born a wine expert it is an acquired knowledge that grows over time born in the south 
or in Napa, France or otherwise. 

Below is a list of many of the most common wine names and wine regions, some of which are 
often mispronounced. The list is not meant to be all-inclusive, but it will get you through most 
conversations about wine and increase your confidence in speaking about wine… 

 
WTN-Wine Pronunciation Chart 

Name Pronunciation 

    

Alsace  al zass al zass  

Beaujolais  BO zho lay  

Burgundy  BUR gun dee  

Cabernet Sauvignon  cab er NAY saw veen YON  

Chablis sha BLEE  

Champagne sham PAIN  

Chardonnay  shar doe NAY  

Chianti  kee AHN tee  

Côtes du Rhône  coat deh rone  

Gerwurztraminer geh VERTZ trah mee ner  

Médoc  meh doc  
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WTN-Wine Pronunciation Chart Continued… 

Name Pronunciation 

    

Merlot  mer LOW  

Montepulciano d'Abruzzo  mon tay pul chee AH no da BRUTE so  

Muscadet  moos cah day  

Muscat  moos caht  

Nebbiolo  neh bee OH low  

Pinot Bianco  pee no bee AHN coh  

Pinot Grigio  pee no GREE jho  

Pinot Gris  pee no gree  

Pinot Noir  pee no NWAHR  

Riesling  REES ling  

Rioja ree OH ha  

Rosé  roe ZAY  

Sangiovese  san joe VA say  

Sauvignon Blanc  saw veen YON blan  

Syrah  see RAH  

Tempranillo  tem pra NEE oh  

Trebbiano  Tre bee AH no  

Zinfandel  ZIN fun dell  

 

WTN-Fun Wine Fact... 
 

1 
...acre of land is home to between 450 and 2,200 vines. 

 

...vine produces between 15 and 50 clusters of grapes. 

 

...vine typically produces between three and four bottles of 

wine, or between 15 to 20 glasses, annually. 

 

...ton of grapes makes about 60 cases of wine, which equals 

720 bottles. 

 

...225-liter barrel of wine equals 25 cases, which is 300 bottles 

or 1,500 glasses. 

 

...bottle of wine contains about 2.8 lbs. of grapes. 

 

...5-oz. glass of wine contains a little over half a pound of 

grapes. 
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Training Material Data Sources:  
 
 The Grape Connection -the Wine Spectator School Inc.,  
 
Virtual Wine Guide  
 
The California Wine Institute 

Ambrosiawine.com 

 

 

 


